Effect of holothurin on Trypanosoma musculi infection in three strains of mice.
The effect of holothurin (a marine biotoxin) on the resistance of mice to trypanosoma musculi was measured by studying changes in the parasite population in vivo. Swiss Webster (SW), Beige (BG), and Black (BL) mice treated with holothurin prior to and simultaneously with infection of trypanosomes had lower parasitemias than controls. Higher levels of parasitemia were observed in mice treated after infection with trypanosomes. The timing of administration of holothurin appeared to be an important factor in the observed effect. The minor variations in the parasitemia seemed to be related to the mouse strain.